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houses, which the Symerons had either left standing in
their former marches, or very readily erected for them, by
setting up three or four posts in the ground, and laying
poles from one to another in form of a roof, which they
thatched with palmetto boughs and plantain leaves. In
the valleys, where they were sheltered from the winds, they
left three or four feet below open; but on the hills, where
they were more exposed to the chill blasts of the night,
they thatched them close to the ground, leaving only a
door for entrance, and a vent in the middle of the room
for the smoke of three fires, which they made in every
house.

In their march they met not only with plenty of fruits
upon the banks of the rivers, but with wild swine in great
abundance, of which the Symerous, without difficulty,
killed, for the most part, as much as -was wanted. One
day, however, they found an otter, and were about to dress
it; at which Drake expressing his wonder, was asked by
Pedro, the chief Symeron: " Are you a man of war and in
want, and yet doubt whether this be meat that hath blood
in it ?" For which Drake in private rebuked him, says the
relater; whether justly or not, it is not very important to
determine. There seems to be in Drake's scruple some-
what of superstition, perhaps, not easily to be justified;
and the negro's answer was, at least martial, and will, 1
believe, be generally acknowledged to be rational.

On the third day of their march, Feb. 6, they came to a
town of the Symerons, situated on the side of a hill, and
encompassed with a ditch and a mudwall, to secure it
from a sudden surprise: here they lived with great neat-
ness and plenty, and some observation of religion, paying
great reverence to the cross; a practice which Drake pre-
vailed upon them to change for the use of the Lord's
prayer. Here they importuned Drake to stay for a few
days, promising to double his strength; but he, either
thinking greater numbers unnecessary, or, fearing that, if
any difference should arise, he should be overborne by the
number of Symerons; or that they would demand to sharo